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SUBJECT: ECA INTEREST IN LANDSAT (FORMERLY ERTS) COVERAGE 

1. FOL PROVIDED BY NASA IN RESPONSE TO EMBOFF WILSON 
JULY 1 1, 1975 LETTER (JUST RECEIVED BY NASA). 

2. AS ECA AWARE NASA SIGNED AGREEMENT IN JANUARY 1975 
WITH "ERTS ZAIRE” UNDER WHICH ZAIRE WILL ESTABLISH 
FACILITIES TO ACQUIRE, PROCESS AND DISSEMINATE LANDSAT 
DATA OF SOME 37 AFRICAN COUNTRIES. ZAIRE PLANS LOCATE 
LANDSAT FACILITIES NEAR KINSHASA. 

3. BASED UPON NASA DISCUSSIONS WITH ERTS-ZAIRE, KINSHASA 
FACILITIES WILL INCLUDE FOLLOWING: 

(A) TEN METER ANTENNA (CO-LOCATED WITH ZAIRE'S 
INTELSAT STATION AT N'SELE WHERE ADEQUATE POWER SUPPLY 
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AND COMMUNICATIONS LINKS ALREADY EXIST) CAPABLE OF 
ACQUIRING DATA OF AREAS WITHIN CIRCLE DRAWN APPROX. 
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3000 KM FROM KINSHASA. THISWILL INCLUDE SOME 27 
COUNTRIES WITH AN ADDITIONAL TEN COUNTRIES BEING 
PARTIALLY COVERED. 

(B) DATA PROCESSING FACILITIES CAPABLE OF PRODUCING 
40 LANDS AT IMAGES (1:1,000,000 SCALE) AND 15 LANDS AT 
COMPUTER COMPATIBLE TAPES PER DAY. THIS CAPACITY 
PROBABLY SUFFICIENT TO SERVICE DATA REQUIREMENTS OF 
ABOVE AFRICAN COUNTRIES DURING FIRST TWO-THREE YEARS. 

AS NUMBER OF AFRICAN USERS GROW, SO TOO MUST STATION 
PROCESSING CAPACITY. 

(C) ARCHIVAL AND DISSEMINATION FACILITIES FOR 
PROCESSED LANDSAT DATA. 

(D) DATA ANALYSIS AND TRAINING FACILITIES. 

4. ZAIRIAN FACILITIES, AS OUTLINED ABOVE, COULD SERVE 

AS NUCLEUS OF REGIONAL AFRICAN REMOTE SENSING PROGRAM 
AND WITH THIS IN MIND ZAIRE ANNOUNCED SELECTION OF 
STATION CONTRACTOR IN IUNE 1975. HOWEVER, NASA UNDER- 
STANDS THAT ERTS-ZAIRE HAS NOT YET SIGNED CONTRACTS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN. THIS IS REPORTEDLY DUE TO 
ZAIRIAN FISCAL CONSTRAINTS. CONTINUED POSTPONEMENT 
OF PROIECT INITIATION WILL OF COURSE PUSH BACK DATE 
STATION BECOMES OPERATIONAL. PRESENT ESTIMATE NOW 
LATE 1976. 

5. ONCE ZAIRIAN STATION BECOMES OPERATIONAL MAIOR 
COVERAGE GAP WOULD BE WESTERN AFRICAN BULGE. TO 
ELIMINATE THIS ADDITIONAL REGIONAL GROUND STATION 
IN WEST AFRICA WOULD BE NEEDED. ONE POSSIBILITY IS 
EXISTING (FRENCH-OPERATED) SATELLITE TRACKING STATION 
AT OUAGADOUGOU, UPPER VOLTA WHICH COULD BE CONVERTED. 
NASA UNDERSTANDS AFRICAN COMMITTEE FOR HYDRAULIC STUDIES 
(CIEH) HAS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN SUCH A PLAN THOUGH NO 
FORMAL ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE. 

6. NASA WELCOMES ECA INTEREST IN ACQUIRING LANDSAT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 214092 

COVERAGE OF ALL AFRICA AND HAPPY TO FURTHER CONSIDER 
HOW ECA MIGHT BEST SUPPORT THIS OBIECTIVE. IN THIS 
REGARD, SUGGEST ECA OFFICIALS PLAN VISIT TO NASA 
HEADQUARTERS AND ONE OR TWO NASA CENTERS EXECUTING 
LANDSAT PROGRAM. NASA ALSO HOPING TO SEND REPRE- 
SENTATIVE TO ECA MAPPING SYMPOSIUM 17-21 NOVEMBER. 

WILL ADVISE. KISSINGER 
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